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LEEZA GIBBONS MEMORY FOUNDATION,

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL PEMBROKE,

OPENS SOUTH FLORIDA’S FIRST LEEZA’S PLACE
A Community-Centered Resource, Leeza’s Place at Memorial Hospital Pembroke

Offers Innovative Programs to Those Affected by Memory Disorders 

MIAMI – March 9, 2006 - The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation, in partnership with Memorial Hospital Pembroke, will open and dedicate South Florida’s first Leeza’s Place in Pembroke Pines, Florida on Friday, March 24th. Leeza’s Place at Memorial Hospital Pembroke is a community-centered resource offering programs that educate, empower and energize both caregivers and those recently diagnosed with any memory disorder.

Leeza’s Place at Memorial Hospital Pembroke will be located at 2261 University Drive, Suite 103 in Pembroke Pines.  Leeza’s Place will be open for media and public tours on Friday, March 24th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Leeza will be speaking at the dedication ceremony, which will take place at 11:30 a.m.  

After the loss of her grandmother and the diagnosis of her mother, noted television and radio celebrity Leeza Gibbons and her family created The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation to meet the growing needs of those impacted by memory disorders. Leeza’s Place at Memorial Hospital Pembroke will provide an intimate and safe community-based setting where those affected by memory disorders can gather to prepare for the challenging journey ahead.

“From the beginning, my family’s fight against memory disorders has been fueled by my mother’s courageous insistence to inform, educate and heal the patient, caregiver and community,” said Leeza Gibbons.  “I’m so excited that now we can share the outcome of our efforts with the opening of South Florida’s first Leeza’s Place. We’ve created a stigma-free environment to begin to help those feeling alone, frustrated and frightened by this thief of memories. We believe that there is life after diagnosis.” 

Each Leeza’s Place has been carefully crafted to empower both the caregiver and the recently diagnosed by offering services that nourish self esteem, relieve symptoms, impart knowledge, reduce stress, promote inclusion, and ultimately improve the quality of life while helping those affected to acquire advocacy, coping and care-related skills.

“Leeza’s Place addresses a growing need in Broward County for services and programs to help individuals and families deal with memory loss,” says Martha Garcia, administrator of Memorial Hospital Pembroke. “I am proud that we are partnering with The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation to bring Leeza’s Place to Pembroke Pines. At Leeza’s Place patients and families who might otherwise suffer alone will find support; newly diagnosed individuals can come for information about the latest treatments and family members can receive caregiver training and support.”
The programs offered in Leeza’s Place at Memorial Hospital Pembroke are the direct result of listening to and understanding the needs, values, pressures and goals of caregivers and their loved ones. On opening day, volunteers are scheduled to demonstrate programs available at Leeza’s Place including scrapbooking, Memory Television and Memory Life Ledger. Programs have been designed to provide educational and empowering strategies, and unique tools not currently available in other places. Although services may vary from site to site, each Leeza’s Place locale provides programs that offer support on three levels - emotional, educational and social - for caregivers, families and their recently diagnosed loved ones. 

City Furniture and Workscapes, Inc. are donating Leeza’s Place furniture and printing has been donated by Printing Sensations. Additional corporate sponsors for the nonprofit Leeza’s Place include Scrapbook Fanatic and Nadel National Network.

The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation is the manifestation of Leeza's vision for a better standard of care for patients and caregivers affected by Alzheimer's disease and related memory disorders. The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation, through its signature program Leeza's Place seeks to educate, empower and energize caregivers and the newly diagnosed. Leeza's Place integrates educational approaches, connective social activities, emotional support, and intergenerational programming, and is dedicated to supporting the day-to-day needs of caregivers and the diagnosed. The Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3); donations to the Foundation are tax-deductible. For more information about Leeza’s Places, please visit www.leezasplace.org or call 1-888-OK-Leeza.

Memorial Hospital Pembroke's experienced medical professionals deliver personalized, advanced care. In addition to general medical and surgical services, Memorial Hospital Pembroke features a cardiac care unit, an emergency department, a hospice unit, an intensive care unit, an outpatient department and a respiratory special care unit. The hospital also features a Memory Center, Sleep Disorders Center and Wound Healing Center. This 301-bed facility is centrally located in South Broward County and has been operated by Memorial Healthcare System since 1995.  For more information, visit www.mhs.net.

Editor’s Note:  To schedule a phone interview with Leeza Gibbons, call Suzanne Isa, LGMF at 305-762-6933. Leeza is available for interviews two weeks prior to the opening celebration event on March 24, as well as the day of the event. 
