THE LEEZA GIBBONS MEMORY FOUNDATION AND THE CIRCLE OF CARE FOUNDATION OPEN CALIFORNIA’S FIRST LEEZA’S PLACE

A Community-Centered Resource, Circle of Care Leeza’s Place

Offers Innovative Programs to Those Affected by Memory Disorders 

LOS ANGELES – April 1, 2006 - The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation, in partnership with the Circle of Care Foundation, will open and dedicate California’s first Leeza’s Place in Sherman Oaks on Friday, April 21st. Circle of Care Leeza’s Place is a community-centered resource offering programs that educate, empower and energize both caregivers and those recently diagnosed with any memory disorder.

The new facility, located at 5000 Van Nuys Blvd, Suite 110 in Sherman Oaks, will be open for media and public tours on April 21st from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Television and radio celebrity, Leeza Gibbons, will speak at the 11:00 a.m. dedication ceremony.

After the loss of her grandmother and the diagnosis of her mother, television and radio celebrity Leeza Gibbons and her family created The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation to meet the growing needs of those impacted by memory disorders. 

“From the beginning, my family’s fight against memory disorders has been fueled by my mother’s courageous insistence to inform, educate and heal the diagnosed individual, the caregiver and the community,” said Leeza. “Even though Mom has had her memories stolen by Alzheimer’s disease, a heart never forgets and she would be so proud to know that we are opening California’s first Leeza’s Place. We’ve created a stigma-free environment to help those feeling alone, frustrated and frightened by this thief of memories. We believe that there is life after diagnosis.” 

The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation, and its signature program Leeza’s Place, is the manifestation of Leeza's vision for a better standard of care for patients and caregivers affected by memory disorders. The national nonprofit Foundation partners with local organizations in cities across the country to offer hope to those affected within individual communities.

“Circle of Care Leeza’s Place addresses a growing need in Los Angeles County for services and programs to help individuals and families deal with memory loss,” said Elizabeth Grossman, Chair of the Circle of Care Foundation. “We are pleased to partner with The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation to bring Circle of Care Leeza’s Place to Sherman Oaks, where patients and families who might otherwise suffer alone will find support. Newly diagnosed individuals can come in for information about the latest treatments and family members can receive caregiver training and support.”

The Circle of Care Foundation is a California non-profit public benefit corporation whose mission is to fund important community-based healthcare programs, including services at the Grossman Burn Center, the Circle of Care Leeza’s Place and S+AGE at Sherman Oaks Hospital.

Each Leeza’s Place has been carefully crafted to empower both the caregiver and the recently diagnosed by offering services that nourish self esteem, relieve symptoms, impart knowledge, reduce stress, promote inclusion, and ultimately improve the quality of life while helping those affected to acquire advocacy, coping and care-related skills.  On opening day, volunteers are scheduled to demonstrate programs available at Circle of Care Leeza’s Place including scrapbooking, Memory Television and on-line memory screenings.  Programs have been designed to provide educational and empowering strategies, and unique tools not currently available in other places. 
In addition to funding from The Circle of Care Foundation, local corporate sponsors include: Gelb Enterprises, KB Homes Inland Valley Division, The Crafter’s Connection in Canyon Country, CORT Furniture Rental, Ken Cranes Home Entertainment Center, Gelson’s, Green Mountain Coffee Roaster, Carmel Residential Care and Carmel In-Home Services.

For more information about the Circle of Care Leeza’s Place and The Leeza Gibbons Memory Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)(3), please visit www.leezasplace.org. For more information about The Circle of Care Foundation, please visit www.thecircleofcarefoundation.org.
